As we sail into Key West harbor on Jan. 22, we see Key

West “Race Week” boats in action. 120 boats took part.




Greetings from Key West! We spend a week there.



We spent the week on a mooring over a mile away from the Turtle Kraal
dinghy dock. Our dinghy was here every day from a.m. to dusk. We always

managed to get back to Running Free before dark so we could find it in the
moorings.
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Two of the 7 biggest race boats docked by the Westin Hotel.




Good photo op with a fake marlin at the Key West Bight Marina.
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Joyce'with the oriinal -“Sponge Bob”.
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We tour the Mel Fisher Maritime Museum and see sunken treasures
from the wreck of the Atocha.
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Carl by the Atocha’s anchors.
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Great lifelike sculptures like this are all over Key West.




=
e —— == ———
W
_—

o g
e o VRl TN
— e TR =) =

Carl and Marilyn Monroe outside the wonderful art deco
Tropic Cinema on Eaton Street.




And NO, we didn’t
check this bar out!




The clothing
optional bar
“Garden of
Eden” is on
the 3rd floor
above “The
Bull Whistle

th

Bar’.




The Kapok Tree, Caiba pentandra, is also called
Sitkcotton tree, which £row to 40 meters (130 lect}u: Ceibu :?m‘;'me
sacred tree of the Mayan peaple wha believed that the souls of the dead
climbed a mythical kapok whose branches reached into heaven, ‘This is not
surprising. as a kapok tree can grow 10 fest taller in & year. Kapoks are
beautiful trees with wide buttresses at the base, and large, Nattened crowns
ol leaves and branches, The trees drop their leaves once a year in the dry
season exposing the branches. The dropping of the leaves may lead to the
opening ol large bell-shaped flowers though this only happens every five or
ten years, The foul-smelling Nowers have 5 petals and are whits or pink.
~They open in the early evening in time to be ready for the bats to arrive.
Trapical bats provide most of the pollination for the kapok tree. Cross-
pollination is enhanced since only a few flowers apen cach evening. The
branches come from the tap of the tree and extend horizontally which
allows them to be covered with other plants called cpiphyte.

Most commercial kapok comes from the Island of Java in Indonesia. It

i5 used to make fumiture, insulation, stulfing, and is found inside some life
jackers, during WW Il they were known as Mae Wests, because the fiber
is light-weight and waterproof. Unfortunately, the fiber is not usable for
clathing because it is short and breaks easily so you cant make thread out
of it like cotton, Kapok oil s made from the seeds of the tree and is then

~ used to make soap. The seeds are edible and are caten in some areas of the
world such as on the island of Celebes in Indonesia, The wood is solt and &
called bentang in Alrica. It is used for making dugout canoes, carvings

and caskets.
..‘-—-.n._,

Joyce behind the very unusual Kapok Tree.




More lifelike sculptures on the walk to Mallory Square.




This golden retriever, Lou, collected dollar bills at Mallory
Square.




Then Lou would put his sloppy wad of bills in the bucket. Good dog.




Good steel pan player at Mallory Sqare. This steel pan is like Joyce’s
which she got in Trinidad in "99.




Cruise ship leaving at sunset, a juggling unicyclist, a sailboat, many
people and birds along with the setting sun. Lovely.



A pretty yawl sailing into the setting sun off Mallory Square.



Charter boats at sunset.
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The Sunset Bar crowd at Mallory Square.
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View from Running Free at sunset from the Fleming Key mooring field.




Luanna & Jack Jibbin drive down from ittle Torch Key and take us
around Key West. Here we toured The Gardens Hotel on Angela Stree
It had lovely gardens.




The Gardens Hotel pool area in Key West. Lovely place.




One of the two tortoises at The Gardens Hotel.
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Cemetary located with remains of 294 African slaves. The U.S. Navy
rescued 1,432 Africans from 3 American owned slave ships bound

for Cuba engaged in illegal slave trading in 1860.
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West Martello Tower which was a Civil War Fort and is now run by the
Key West Garden Club.




Part of the restored West Martello Tower.
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Tower.
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View from the West Martello
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South Beach Ioatd by the West Martello Tower.




